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cans increase rapidly. They numbered about seven

hundred thousand at the close of the war for inde-

pendence. They have multiplied more than eight

times in a little less than a century. How many
will they be in the year 1991 ?

I apprehend the difficulty of the subject taken in

hand in these pages. The historian who may write

of our times a century hence may offend—such is

the sensitiveness and pertinacity of prejudice—some

of the descendants of those who are now concerned

in such a discussion. But this he can do, endeavor

faithfully to state yh:^^'^ as they may then appear to

him. He will have many advantages over any

writer of the present time. Much smoke will have

cleared away, and with it much heat and prejudice.

Questions now in dispute will have been finally,

and, let us hope, happily settled ; experiments now

only in process will have been ended. The his-

torian, in forming his judgments upon our times,

will have the benefit of results. If we could only

foresee, and in a clear light, what will be very plain

to him, we would understand not only our duties

but each other much better than we do now. Lord

Bacon dedicated his history of Henry VH. to

Charles, then Prince of Wales, and apologized for

any defect in the picture in these words :
" I

have not flattered him, but took him to life as well

as I could, sitting so far off, and having no better

light." But this advantage he had, he did not sit


